Introduction

seems to show that he travelled throughout the
countries of the East between 1327 and 1372,
has no claim to inclusion among Indian travel-
lers. u He speaks," says Sir George Birdwood,
acutely enough., " of * the marvyles of In.de/
but it is certain he was never there. He may be
described as the father of English sensation
writers, and is not to be trusted even when he
may be telling the truth."* Further mention
may be safely denied him.

As has been shown, the list 'of early-medieval
visitors from Europe and the Mediterranean
coasts to India is no mean one. And yet the fif-
teenth and sixteenth century travellers went to
India with practically a blank mind, and quite
unprepared for what they saw. The explanation
is to be found in the slow and small circulation
of books in the Middle Ages. A traveller might
write a book describing what he had seen in the
East, but its contents reached an extremely
limited" class even among educated men. In
1400 A.D. the man of average knowledge knew
little more of India than he had known in
looo A.D., probably less than he had known in
100 or 500 A.D., when the Periflus or Topo-
grafibia Christiana had caused a certain know-
ledge of India and the East in general to spread
downwards from the circles of the bookish into
the popular mind. We are fortunate in that we
are in a position to gauge the extent of the

* Report on the Old Records, etc., p. 133.
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